8$                                   The Boy I Left Behind Me

have explained that the whole point of Algebra is that
it enables us to deal with unknown quantities, so much
of this and so much of that, and find out all sorts of results
connected with it, without giving them any single fixed
meaning,

I spent three or four days in such class exercises, and in
standing up, utterly homesick, and chorusing out declen-
sions and conjugations after the old-fashioned system of
the day, and in living through clattering meals that I could
hardly eat for homesickness, and in night study, and in
the nursery bedroom with my two brothers, and then the
fourth or fifth day brought it all suddenly to a close. I
woke up in the morning with a headache and my stomach
as red as a lobster, and that was scarlatina. So the
Lady Matron of the boarding-house took me in charge,
and packed up a bag of my things and said, " And now
come and see what a nice little house we have out behind
the school! " It didn't look to me like a nice little house,
in fact it looked just like a brick coal-shed converted into
two rooms as a " sanatorium,5' which is just what it was.
This was before the days of isolation hospitals and trained
nurses. So there I was established in the sanatorium
under the care of an old dame, a kinder and a cleaner
version of Mrs, Gamp. My illness was nothing and was
over in a day, and then the next day somehow my mother
turned up and I didn't care how long I stayed isolated,
drawing pictures and having her read out loud to me.

At the end of so many weeks I went back to the old
farm, and in the intervals of convalescence went up and
down' to the red school twice a week, learning Latin.
After Easter I went back to Upper Canada, but in less
than no time it had all changed, all began to feel familiar
and easy* The lessons were to me a mere nothing because
they had shoved me a class down and I knew it all, and
with that I began to make a few timid friendships, and to
fed proud of walking with my friends down King St.
all in college cricket caps (dark blue and white) and
hearing people say as they passed, " Those are Upper